
YEAR A 

  
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Lectionary: 34 

 
1st Reading – Ezekiel 37:12-14 

Thus says the Lord GOD: O my people, I will 

open your graves and have you rise from them,  

and bring you back to the land of Israel. Then 

you shall know that I am the LORD, when I 

open your graves and have you rise from them,  

O my people! I will put my spirit in you that 

you may live, and I will settle you upon your 

land; thus you shall know that I am the LORD. 

I have promised, and I will do it, says the 

LORD. 

 

“The Word of the Lord” 

R. Thanks be to God 

 

Responsorial Psalm – Psalm 130:1-8 

“With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of 

redemption.” 

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of 

redemption. 

 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; LORD, 

hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to my 

voice in supplication.  

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of 

redemption. 

 

If you, O LORD, mark iniquities, LORD, who 

can stand? But with you is forgiveness, that you 

may be revered.  

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of 

redemption. 

 

I trust in the LORD; my soul trusts in his word. 

More than sentinels wait for the dawn, let Israel 

wait for the LORD. 

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of 

redemption. 

 

For with the LORD is kindness and with him is 

plenteous redemption; And he will redeem 

Israel from all their iniquities. 

R. With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of 

redemption. 

 

2nd Reading – Romans 8:8-11 

Brothers and sisters: Those who are in the flesh 

cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh; 

on the contrary, you are in the spirit, if only the 

Spirit of God dwells in you. Whoever does not 

have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 

But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead 

because of sin, the spirit is alive because of 

righteousness. If the Spirit of the one who raised 

Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the one who 

raised Christ from the dead will give life to your 

mortal bodies also, through his Spirit dwelling 

in you. 

 

“The Word of the Lord” 

R. Thanks be to God 

 

Verse Before The Gospel – John 11:25-26 

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; 

whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will 

never die. 

 

Gospel – John 11:1-45 

Now a man was ill, Lazarus from Bethany, the 

village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was 

the one who had anointed the Lord with 

perfumed oil and dried his feet with her hair; it 

was her brother Lazarus who was ill. So the 

sisters sent word to him saying, "Master, the one 

you love is ill." when Jesus heard this he said, 

"This illness is not to end in death, but is for the 

glory of God, that the Son of God may be 

glorified through it." Now Jesus loved Martha 

and her sister and Lazarus. So when he heard 

that he was ill, he remained for two days in the 

place where he was. Then after this he said to 

his disciples, "Let us go back to Judea." The 

disciples said to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just 

trying to stone you, and you want to go back 

there?" Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve 

hours in a day? If one walks during the day, he 

does not stumble, because he sees the light of 

this world. But if one walks at night, he 

stumbles, because the light is not in him." He 

said this, and then told them, "Our friend 



Lazarus is asleep, but I am going to awaken 

him." So the disciples said to him, "Master, if he 

is asleep, he will be saved." But Jesus was 

talking about his death, while they thought that 

he meant ordinary sleep. So then Jesus said to 

them clearly, "Lazarus has died. And I am glad 

for you that I was not there, that you may 

believe. Let us go to him." So Thomas, called 

Didymus, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us 

also go to die with him." 

 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had 

already been in the tomb for four days. Now 

Bethany was near Jerusalem, only about two 

miles away. And many of the Jews had come to 

Martha and Mary to comfort them about their 

brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was 

coming, she went to meet him; but Mary sat at 

home. Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had 

been here, my brother would not have died. But 

even now I know that whatever you ask of God, 

God will give you." Jesus said to her, "Your 

brother will rise." Martha said to him, "I know 

he will rise, in the resurrection on the last day." 

Jesus told her, "I am the resurrection and the 

life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, 

will live, and everyone who lives and believes 

in me will never die. Do you believe this?" She 

said to him, "Yes, Lord. I have come to believe 

that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one 

who is coming into the world." 

 

When she had said this, she went and called her 

sister Mary secretly, saying, "The teacher is here 

and is asking for you." As soon as she heard 

this, she rose quickly and went to him. For Jesus 

had not yet come into the village, but was still 

where Martha had met him. So when the Jews 

who were with her in the house comforting her  

saw Mary get up quickly and go out, they 

followed her, presuming that she was going to 

the tomb to weep there. When Mary came to 

where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet 

and said to him, "Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died." When Jesus saw 

her weeping and the Jews who had come with 

her weeping, he became perturbed and deeply 

troubled, and said, "Where have you laid him?" 

They said to him, "Sir, come and see." And 

Jesus wept. So the Jews said, "See how he loved 

him." But some of them said, "Could not the 

one who opened the eyes of the blind man have 

done something so that this man would not have 

died?" 

 

So Jesus, perturbed again, came to the tomb. It 

was a cave, and a stone lay across it. Jesus said, 

"Take away the stone." Martha, the dead man's 

sister, said to him, "Lord, by now there will be a 

stench; he has been dead for four days." Jesus 

said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you 

believe you will see the glory of God?" So they 

took away the stone. And Jesus raised his eyes 

and said, "Father, I thank you for hearing me. I 

know that you always hear me; but because of 

the crowd here I have said this, that they may 

believe that you sent me." And when he had 

said this, He cried out in a loud voice, "Lazarus, 

come out!" The dead man came out, tied hand 

and foot with burial bands, and his face was 

wrapped in a cloth. So Jesus said to them, 

"Untie him and let him go." 

 

Now many of the Jews who had come to Mary 

and seen what he had done began to believe in 

him. 

 

“The Gospel of the Lord” 

R. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 

 Meditation: John 11:1-45 

 

Jesus wept. (John 11:35) 

 

Kara’s close friend had just passed away from 

cancer, leaving behind a husband and four 

young children. So many people had prayed for 

her to be healed, but it didn’t happen. Kara was 

baffled. How could a good and loving God 

allow this? 

 

Kara searched the Scriptures for answers. 

Nothing satisfied her until she read these words 

in today’s Gospel: “Jesus wept” (John 11:35). It 

didn’t solve the mystery of why God allows 



suffering, but it did comfort her. She knew that 

the Lord was with her and with all the people 

who were grieving the death of this young 

woman. In fact, she sensed that he was weeping 

along with them. 

 

Jesus’ weeping at the tomb of Lazarus 

demonstrates how, as a human being, he 

experienced every emotion we experience, 

including grief. John writes that when Jesus 

arrived in Bethany and saw Lazarus’ sister Mary 

weeping, he was “deeply troubled” (John 

11:33). This shows us that Jesus understands 

exactly what we are going through when we 

lose a dear friend or loved one. Not only that, 

but he feels the pain and sorrow that we are 

feeling. That’s why we can find so much solace 

in drawing near to him in those difficult times. 

 

The reality of death was painful for Jesus even 

though he was planning to raise Lazarus. We 

might believe that a loved one is with God, and 

perhaps feel guilty about grieving because of the 

joy that they are now experiencing in heaven. 

But Jesus’ example shows us that it’s human to 

be sad, and that our faith isn’t somehow 

deficient if we grieve. 

 

If you are experiencing grief, know that Jesus is 

with you in your sorrow, not as a dispassionate 

bystander, but as a fellow mourner. He 

understands your pain, and in your darkest hour, 

he is with you to comfort and console you. 

 

All: “Jesus, thank you for never abandoning 

me, in good times and in bad.” 

 

_______________________________________ 

 

Corresponding reflection and discussion 

questions from April 2nd, 2017 

 

 Meditation: John 11:1-45 

 

5th Sunday of Lent 

 

So they took away the stone. (John 11:41) 

 

Raising Lazarus from the dead was one of the 

most amazing miracles Jesus performed. But 

think about Martha. In this story, we see Jesus 

bringing this grieving sister from a theoretical 

faith to actual, living faith in him. In some 

respects, this is just as amazing as raising 

someone from the dead. 

 

That’s why Martha makes a great Lenten 

companion for us. Hers is the kind of 

transformation Jesus wants to bring about in all 

of us. So let’s look at Martha’s progression to 

deeper faith: 

 

At first, Martha trusts that Jesus can answer her 

prayers: “Lord, if you had been here…” (John 

11:21). 

 

Jesus says Lazarus will rise, but Martha doesn’t 

believe it can happen now. She pushes it into a 

distant future time: “I know he will rise in the 

resurrection on the last day” (John 11:24). 

 

Jesus asks if she believes he is the resurrection 

and the life. Martha responds generally: “I have 

come to believe that you are the Christ” (John 

11:27). She can’t seem to make the jump from 

Messiah to resurrection. 

 

When Jesus asks Martha to open the tomb, she 

hesitates: “Lord, by now there will be a stench” 

(John 11:39). So Jesus nudges her forward: “Did 

I not tell you that if you believe you will see the 

glory of God?” (11:40). You can see it here and 

now, not just in some distant future. Martha 

needs to apply her faith. 

 

Will she allow her brother’s body to be brought 

out? You can almost feel the struggle as she 

grapples with this decision. Jesus isn’t afraid of 

the stench, but he waits for her to decide. 

Finally, Martha gives permission, and the tomb 

is opened. Jesus calls Lazarus forth, and Martha 

comes to believe. 

 

Every Sunday this Lent, Jesus has been leading 

us to take another step forward in faith. As he 



did with Martha, he brings us along gradually. 

Even if we waver, he waits for us to say yes to 

the next step. 

 

All: “Jesus, I remove the stone! Come, Lord, 

and bring me to life!” 

 

Questions for Reflection or Group Discussion  

Ezekiel 37:12-14 

Psalm 130:1-8 

Romans 8:8-11 

John 11:1-45 

 

1. The first reading begins with these words: 

“Thus says the Lord GOD: O my people, I 

will open your graves and have you rise from 

them, and bring you back to the land of 

Israel. Then you shall know that I am the 

LORD, when I open your graves and have 

you rise from them, O my people! I will put 

my spirit in you that you may live.” It ends 

with these words: “I have promised, and I 

will do it, says the LORD.” 

 

o In what way do these words from the first 

reading refer to what happens at Baptism? 

 

o “I will put my spirit in you that you may 

live.” What practical steps can you take to 

help you focus on and be more sensitive to 

the fact that the very Spirit of the Living God 

is present within you? 

 

2. The responsorial psalm opens with this 

heartfelt cry of the psalmist: “Out of the 

depths I cry to you, O LORD; LORD, hear 

my voice! Let your ears be attentive to my 

voice in supplication.” It then goes on to 

describe the Lord’s forgiveness, kindness, 

and the redemption – and the psalmist’ great 

“trust in the Lord.” 

 

o In what way does the opening cry of the 

psalmist lead to the words that follow in the 

psalm? 

 

o What can you learn from this psalm 

regarding how to approach the Eucharist, or 

your times of prayer, with a deeper trust in 

the Lord’s forgiveness, kindness, and 

redemption? 

 

3. The second reading begins with these words: 

“Those who are in the flesh cannot please 

God. But you are not in the flesh; on the 

contrary, you are in the spirit, if only the 

Spirit of God dwells in you. Whoever does 

not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong 

to him.” It continues with these words: “But 

if Christ is in you, although the body is dead 

because of sin, the spirit is alive because of 

righteousness. If the Spirit of the one who 

raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the 

one who raised Christ from the dead will give 

life to your mortal bodies also, through his 

Spirit dwelling in you.” 

 

o What do these words mean to you?  

 

o Do they fill you with a hope, confidence, and 

trust in the Lord or do they fill you with fear? 

Why? 

 

4. In the Gospel, Jesus receives a message from 

Mary and Martha that their brother Lazarus is 

ill. He responds to the message in this way: 

“When Jesus heard this he said, ‘This illness 

is not to end in death, but is for the glory of 

God, that the Son of God may be glorified 

through it.’ Now Jesus loved Martha and her 

sister and Lazarus. So when he heard that he 

was ill, he remained for two days in the place 

where he was.” 

 

o After Jesus heard that his friend Lazarus was 

seriously ill, why do you think he stayed 

where he was for two more days before going 

“back to Judea”? 

 

o In what way, can this reading give us hope 

when we think God is delaying in answering 

our prayers? 

 

5. The meditation begins with these words: 

“Raising Lazarus from the dead was one of 

the most amazing miracles Jesus performed. 



But think about Martha. In this story, we see 

Jesus bringing this grieving sister from a 

theoretical faith to actual, living faith in him. 

In some respects, this is just as amazing as 

raising someone from the dead.” 

 

o Why would bringing Martha “from a 

theoretical faith to actual, living faith” in 

Jesus be “just as amazing as raising someone 

from the dead”? 

 

o Was there ever a time when you saw God 

glorified in a situation even when it did not 

go according to your expectations? What 

happened as a result? 

 

6. The meditation ends with these words: 

“Every Sunday this Lent, Jesus has been 

leading us to take another step forward in 

faith. As he did with Martha, he brings us 

along gradually. Even if we waver, he waits 

for us to say yes to the next step.” 

 

o What is the “next step” the Lord may be 

asking you to take during the remaining 

weeks of Lent? 

 

7. Take some time to pray and ask the Lord to 

remove any doubts and discouragement, so 

that you can live the new life he has called 

you to. Use the prayer at the end of the 

meditation as the starting point. 

 

 

 


